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Introduction

For years, White Center residents have been saying in our White Center
community survey that child care is one of their greatest obstacles to financial
stability. Larger institutions have been trying to fix the problem for communities,
but the missing piece is having real conversations and asking the community

what our needs are.

COVID pandemic is creating widespread unemployment and is financially
impacting our families more than ever. We need solutions now. We hope that by
bringing families and providers together to gather authentic data about the
needs and experiences of people most impacted by the system, together, we

can come up with solutions to create necessary and transformative change.

WCCDA's Philosophy

White Center Community Development Association was created from the grit,
hard work, and aspirations of a deeply under-resourced community that wanted
something better for our children and families. Our mission is to develop
authentic leadership, leverage resources, and build economic and social equity

to create a strong, connected, and vibrant community.

Our core belief is that communities know best what is needed for building strong
neighborhoods. If a system is not serving our community, we are the ones who

know how to fix it.
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About White Center
Children’s Coalition

The White Center Children's Coalition is a group of community leaders,
parents, and caregivers. From diverse cultures and backgrounds, we came
together to share our stories and learn from one another. To help us better
understand our community's child care needs, preferences, and challenges,
we co-designed and conducted a community-wide survey. We believe
through our learnings and collaboration, we can design solutions that will
address the issues in our local child care system and create positive changes

for our children and families.

iPhoneimran
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Coalition Members

Alicia Anderson
Parent

Ana Mejia
Parent

Catherina Willard »
Family Development
Manager, WCCDA

Dannia Garcia
Parent

Dao Tranx*
Data & Evaluation
Manager, WCCDA

Doris Moran Morales
Parent

Eir Cheekax*
Native Early Learning
Connector, WCCDA

Elsa Benavides*
Spanish Early Learning
Connector &
Coordinator, WCCDA

Esmeralda Espinola
Parent

Fartun Guled
Somali Early Learning
Connector, WCCDA

Hali Okiye
Parent

Hasana Chau
Parent

Huong Kieu
Parent

+Steering committee member

Kathleen Keefe x
Early Achievers Coach,
Child Care Resources
of WA

Kellie Morrill x
Executive Director at
Tiny Trees Preschool

Khadija Abdi
Parent

Laura McAlister =
Executive Director,
Educare Seattle

Maricela Rodriguez *
Parent Advocate &
Interpreter

Muna Hussein
Parent Advocate &
Interpreter

Muslim Man
Parent

Natasha Osborn
Parent

Reyna Gallegos
Parent

Sadiya Rashid
Parent

Salimah Osman
Parent

Samsam Ali
Home Child Care
Provider, Interpreter
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Samsam Elmi
Parent

Shukri Hassan
Home Child Care
Provider

Susan Garcia Lopez
Parent Advocate &
Interpreter

Tam Nguyenx
Viet Early Learning
Connector, WCCDA

Tamera
Everybodytalksabout
Parent

Viviana Diaz Rangel
Parent

Lori Pitman
Knowledge Expert
Guest

Special thanks to our UW
StatCom team for data
support!

Adam Elder
Ph.D. Biostatistics Student

Samantha Shimogawa
Undergraduate in Statistics Student

Steven Lu
Undergraduate in Statistics Student

Taylor Keating
MSc Biostatistics Student




“] would love that they take

Process usmoreintoaccountasa
community that ourvoices

& M et h Od S are listenedto andtakeinto
accountourneeds...”

The White Center Children's Coalition met through facilitated multi-lingual
conversations on Zoom twice a month for six months. A smaller group of steering
committee members also met separately once a month to plan the agenda for the
larger group discussion. During our meetings, we dug deep into the issues that
families and providers face around child care. We discussed how the system
currently works, what families and providers need from our child care system, and

how the system could potentially change in order to work better for everyone.

During these six months, we also worked on creating and conducting community-
wide surveys for parents and providers. We asked parents and providers about
their experience with the child care system, what is working and what is not
working for them, what is important to them, how has COVID impacted them and

their child care needs, and what changes they think need to happen.

We included as many community voices as we could to ensure that we capture the
breadth and depth of our data. The surveys were available in 4 languages: English,
Spanish, Vietnamese, and Somali. Besides having the surveys accessible online,
we also worked with community partners and leaders to ensure accessibility of our
surveys to other languages/cultural groups such as our Khmer and Cham

communities. Each coalition member also individually reached out to their friends,

families, and neighbors. Due to the lack of representation of home care providers

in our coalition, we also invited providers to share their experiences with us in

conversations outside of our coalition meetings.
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