
COVID-19 SCHOOLS 
AND CHILD CARE 

Lunch and Learn- Guidance Update, August 2021



The Schools and Child Care Task force supports the school 

and child care sectors to keep children healthy, safe, and 

ready to learn with equitable access to education outcomes 

by developing guidance and communications, identifying 

needs from the sectors, communicating with decision makers 

at all levels of government, collaborating with stakeholders, 

and brokering resources.



WA Department of Health Guidance

Child Care:

◦ Child Care, Youth Development and Day Camps during COVID-19 

(wa.gov)

K-12 Guidance:

K-12 Schools Requirements 2021-2022 (wa.gov)

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DOH-OSPI-DYCF-SchoolsChildCareGuidance.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf


Child Care- Key Mitigations

◦ Physical Distancing 

◦ Hand Hygiene

◦ PPE

◦ Cleaning and Disinfection 

◦ Indoor Ventilation 

◦ Cohorting

◦ Staying home when sick/isolation/quarantine

◦ Required vaccination for staff



21-22 School Year Guidance- Child Care

◦ Last update July 6: 

• Technical revisions to align with the amended Secretary of Health’s Mask Order and 
amended Governor’s Proclamation 20-25 (previously Healthy Washington – Roadmap to 
Recovery). 

• Specifically, this update clarifies that face coverings/masks are not required outdoors. 
People who are unvaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings 
such as sporting events, fairs, concerts and similar settings where it’s hard to maintain 
physical distance. 

• A more comprehensive update in consideration of CDC recommendations will be 
completed later this summer.





21-22 School Year Guidance: K-12 

Last update August 10

◦ All staff and students must continue to wear masks, regardless of 

vaccination status.

◦ Physical Distancing to support provision of full time in-person instruction

◦ Layered mitigation strategies for the best outcome

◦ Updated quarantine protocols

◦ Expanded information on testing

◦ Extra and Co-curricular requirements published in “early August”



K-12 Key Mitigations 

◦ Face Coverings 

◦ Physical Distancing 

◦ Physical distancing should not prevent a school from offering full time-in person learning 
to all.

◦ Maintain 3 or more feet to the degree possible and reasonable

◦ Ventilation

◦ Handwashing 

◦ Cleaning and Disinfection 

◦ Testing programs “not a requirement” but “Schools must ensure access to timely diagnostic 
testing among students with symptoms or who are close contacts of someone with COVID-
19”

◦ Vaccination required for all school staff







Vaccines for children under age 12

◦ Vaccine will likely be a[[rpved for youth 5-11 by the end of this calendar year.

◦ Pfizer expected to submit data to the FDA for Emergency Use at the end of September.

◦ Process from there could take weeks to months.



What happens when there is a positive case at 
my school/childcare?

We all play an important role:

• Keep children home when they are sick/symptomatic.

• Keep children home when they have been exposed to 
someone with COVID-19.

• Attending school/childcare while symptomatic, or when 
someone should be quarantining, has been a key factor 
contributing to outbreaks.



It is vital that 
families notify 

schools/childcare 
when a child 

tests positive for 
COVID-19.

When you contact a school/childcare please be 

prepared with the following information:

◦ Test date

◦ Results date

◦ Symptom onset date

◦ Symptoms 

◦ Close contacts you may already be aware of in 

the classroom/activity



Once a school/childcare is notified of a 
positive case:

◦ The administrator will:

◦ Notify the family/staff member of the earliest date they can return to campus.

◦ Determine if the positive individual was on campus during their infectious period and, if so, for how 
long. 

◦ Interview sources regarding the whereabouts of the positive individual while they were on campus:

◦ Teachers, staff, coaches, bus drivers, parents/guardians.

◦ Notify close contacts and inform them of the need to quarantine.

◦ Depending on the number of positive cases or close contacts, they may decide to close a 
classroom for the quarantine period. 



Once a 
school/childcare 

is notified of a 
positive case:

The school administrator will notify 
the local health jurisdiction of the 
positive case.

Reports are prioritized for follow-up 
by leads on the COVID-19 
Community Response Team

Investigators reach out to 
administrators to conduct interviews 
and assess for risk of further 
transmission.



Key goals of 
carrying out an 

investigation:

❖ Determine if there has been an outbreak, and, if so, the status 

of that outbreak. 

❖ Disrupt the chain of transmission where possible.

❖ Evaluate for further risk of transmission.

❖ Ensure that isolation and quarantine protocols are being 

followed.

❖ Encourage testing and vaccination.

❖ Ensure that there are infection prevention protocols in place 

and that they are being adhered to.

❖ Provide guidance and connection to resources. 







What will happen if there is an outbreak? Will 
my school or child care close?

The final decision on school closings lies with the districts themselves. School administrators consider several 

factors whenever a case occurs including:

◦ How many people were exposed?

◦ Were those exposed wearing masks?

◦ If vaccine eligible, were those exposed vaccinated?

◦ When and where did those exposures occur?

◦ How many people need to isolate or quarantine?

◦ Do classes, practices or other school activities need to be canceled due to this outbreak?



Resources and FAQ

kingcounty.gov/covid/schools

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare.aspx


Resources and FAQ

◦ COVID-19 resources for schools and child care facilities - King County

◦ FAQ

◦ Guidance Document

◦ Schools Toolkit

◦ Child Care letters

Schoolresponse@kingcounty.gov

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare.aspx
mailto:Schoolresponse@kingcounty.gov

